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Practice Questions

Questions Related to Certified Nursing Assistants (CNA)

●     AED 
●     Dulcolax 
●     CNA-M in Congregate Facility 
●     CNA-M in Other Sites Physically Attached 
●     CNA-M - Nebulizers 
●     Preparation H 
●     Reporting Pain 

AED

At its April 12-13, 2000 meeting, the Board determined that it is not 
appropriate to instruct certified nursing assistants in the use of the 
Automatic External Defibrillator (AED). The Board stated that a certified 
nursing assistant should contact a nurse or a physician immediately to 
assess any situation that would necessitate life support interventions.

At its February 14-15, 2001 meeting, the Board revisited the issue based on 
changes in national standards and determined that certified nursing 
assistants may receive instruction in the use of the Automatic External 
Defibrillator (AED) according to the organization/facility's established 
policies and procedures.

Dulcolax

The Board determined at its April, 1992 meeting that a CNA may administer 
a Dulcolax suppository to a patient on a long standing bowel program.

CNA-M in Congregate Facility

An advisory ruling was requested regarding the appropriateness of CNA-Ms 
administering daily medications to clients in a congregate care facility which 
is physically attached to a nursing home.

The Board determined that a CNA-M may be used in other than a nursing 
home, under the following circumstances: 
(a) The site is physically attached to the nursing home and permits 
immediate access to a licensed nurse at all times. 
(b) A licensed nurse must be on site in the complex at all times.
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Practice Questions: CNA

April 5-6, 1995  

CNA-M in Other Sites Physically Attached

At its December 13, 1995 meeting, the Board determined that a certified 
nursing assistant-medications (CNA-M) may be utilized in other than a 
nursing home if the site is physically attached to a nursing home and 
permits immediate access, at all times, to an on-site licensed nurse. 

CNA-M - Nebulizers

At its August 2-3, 2000 meeting, the Board determined that nebulizer 
treatments will not be included in the Certified Nursing Assistant-Medication 
(CNA-M) curriculum.

Preparation H

At its February 7-8, 1996 meeting, the Board determined that a home health 
aide may not insert " Preparation H " suppositories. 

Reporting Pain

At its June 4-5, 2003 meeting, the Board stated that a certified nursing 
assistant (CNA), using a subjective scale, may ask a patient a pain number/
level and report it to a registered professional nurse (RN). The RN is 
responsible for the patient assessment. CNAs may document data on a 
CNA documentation tool. Institutional policy must be clear about the 
differentiation between the RN assessment and the collection of data as a 
task by a CNA for the purpose of reporting to a RN. CNA documentation 
does not equal a nursing assessment. 

  

 

 

 

http://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/questions/questions_cna.html (2 of 2)12/28/2006 3:56:48 PM

http://www.mainebusinessreg.org/
http://www.maineprofessionalreg.org/
http://www.mainecreditreg.org/
http://www.maineinsurancereg.org/
http://www.mainebankingreg.org/
http://www.mainesecuritiesreg.org/


Maine Board of Nursing: Bulletin

Agencies | Online Services | Web Policies | Help    State Search:

 

LICENSING 
& Renewals 

Board of Nursing 
LAWS & RULES

How To File a 
COMPLAINT 

DIRECTIONS

Practice  
QUESTIONS 

About the BOARD

CONTACT 
Us 

PFR 
Home Page

STATE OF MAINE 
Home Page

 
 

 

   

 

 

Board of Nursing Bulletins

Summer 2006 Bulletin

●     EVIDENCE OF LICENSURE TAKES ON A NEW LOOK!! 
●     THE ART OF LICENSING........AND GOING PAPERLESS IN THE 

21ST CENTURY 
●     MORE ON GOING FORWARD WITH PAPERLESS LICENSURE 
●     DISCIPLINARY ACTION 
●     ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSES (APRNs) 

November/December 2005 Bulletin

●     2005 IN BRIEF REVIEW 
●     ONLINE RENEWALS 
●     RENEWAL POSTCARD 
●     IN APPRECIATION 
●     BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
●     IMPORTANT APRN UPDATE 
●     ATTENTION! 
●     NCLEX-RN "FIRST TIME" TEST TAKERS PASS RATES 
●     DISCIPLINARY ACTION 
●     NATIONAL COUNCIL 2005 ANNUAL MEETING 

December 2004 Bulletin 

●     ATTENTION! 
●     Maine Nurse Volunteer Corps 
●     Online Renewal Capability Coming Soon 
●     Updates from the National Council of State Boards of Nursing 

(NCSBN) 
●     Nurse Licensure Compact Update 
●     Professional Associations in Maine 
●     NCLEX "First Time" Test Takers Pass Rates 
●     Disciplinary Action 

September 2004 Bulletin

●     Board Meetings - Fiscal year 2005 
●     In Appreciation 
●     Board Appointment 
●     Homeland Security Extends Deadline for Screening of Certain 

Healthcare Workers in U.S. 
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●     ATTENTION! 
●     Attention Nurse Practitioners and Nurse Midwives! 
●     More on Going Forward with Paperless Licensure 
●     Disciplinary Action 

April 2004 Bulletin 

●     The Art of Licensing…and Going Paperless in the 21st Century 
●     Attention! Employers Of And Nurses Who Hold TN, H, J Or O Visas 
●     Disciplinary Action 
●     NCLEX-RN® Passing Standard Revised for Public Safety 
●     Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) and National 

Certification 
●     ATTENTION!! 

November 2003 Bulletin 

●     Licensure, Registration and Certification 
●     A Revolution is Coming! 
●     Facts You May Need To Know About Your Employment 
●     Disciplinary Action 
●     NCLEX "First Time" Test Takers Pass Rates 
●     Attention: Nurse Practitioners and Nurse Midwives 

July 2003 Bulletin

●     In Appreciation 
●     The Board Welcomes New Members 
●     Current Board Members 
●     Board Meetings - Fiscal Year 04 
●     Public Information 
●     How is the Board of Nursing Funded? 
●     Discipline 
●     Nursys Available for Public Access 
●     Report from Study "Evaluating the Effectiveness of Continuing 

Eduction Mandates" 

January 2003 Bulletin

●     NCLEX "First Time" Test Takers Pass Rates 
●     Discipline 
●     The Role of the Board 
●     Frequently Asked Questions 

November 2002 Bulletin

●     In Appreciation 
●     Board Appointment 
●     Nurse Licensure Compact Update 
●     Delegating Effectively: Working Through and With Assistive 

Personnel 
●     Maine State Board of Nursing President Receives National Award 
●     CHANGE OF NAME OR ADDRESS?? 
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●     Discipline 
●     Advanced Practice Nursing 
●     Utilization of the Newly Graduated APRN 

January 2002 Bulletin

●     NCLEX "First Time" Test Takers Pass Rates 
●     Board Members 
●     Discipline 

Summer-Fall 2001 Bulletin

●     New Chemical Dependency Video 
●     Looking for a Refresher Course? 
●     But They're "Practicing On My License..." 
●     Compact Update 
●     Top 5 Licensure Renewal Errors 
●     How to Participate in NCLEX Examination Item Development 
●     Discipline 
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